In the field of humanitarian assistance, the term "forgotten crisis" describes an emergency situation assessed to be in need of humanitarian action, yet lacking important media coverage and public attention.
The fact that local or foreign politicians, international civil servants, humanitarian aid workers or the victims declare a specific situation an emergency does not necessarily sell it to the global information market. Pierre Gassmann, senior policy maker with the International Committee of the Red Cross, was reminded at this dilemma as he accompanied an ICRC delegation to the US-American Cable News Network, CNN, in Atlanta, Georgia 1 .
The delegation was trying to convince CNN to cover the Great Lakes Crisis in 1994; the television network refused to cover Rwanda and Burundi as they already had one group of journalists in the politically evolving Republic of South Africa. More than one major news topic from the African continent was not possible under the company's business policy for headline news. Such network news is received all over the world and is likely to attract the attention of the international community. This is known as the "CNN effect".
Forgotten crises of the classical type are found, for example, in Western Sahara -with little population and even less lobbying capacity in the international community -or in the Southern Province of Senegal, Casamance, where civil unrest has been part of everyday life for the past twenty years. There are, however, many other regions or countries which per se seem to be forgotten, and which therefore, when an emergency occurs, start grasping for international attention although they have an even less privileged status than small countries such as Western Sahara.
To give an example: If an emergency occurs in the second smallest African country 2 , São Tomé e Príncipe, how does this small island country make itself heard? Through regional 1 integration, it could call on the African Union. At the same time, its former colonial power, Portugal, which granted it independence only in 1975, still has an interest in maintaining its international sphere of influence, of which São Tomé e Príncipe is a part.
Or it could turn to France, which after bringing the former Spanish colony of Equatorial Guinea into the Francophonie Organization, also tried to extend its influence over the former Portuguese possessions in Africa, and thus has a certain degree of interest in São Tomé e Príncipe as well. This small island republic could quite easily obtain European attention for itself through diplomatic channels.
Yet another recourse is Brazil, which -as South America's only lusophone country and a regional power -claims a dominant position within the community of Portuguese-speaking countries.
This short analysis shows that, given the de jure and de facto sovereignty of an independent state, interaction with the international community is available. estimates suggest an overall overseas population of more than 1,200,000 6 , plus another 4,300,000 living in ultra-peripheral regions. These are remote areas that are full member territories of the European Union 7 . Although this data suggests that there has been an important population increase, this has not brought much public awareness.
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In the following, the term Overseas Territories is meant to comprise all administrational types of remote areas other than land-linked or closely situated ones to the mother land. Research on legal, management, political, geographical or interdisciplinary matters has not covered them in depth due to their remoteness. As scholars in the motherlands rarely work on the dependent Territories, there is almost no comparative research. There seems to be no comparative study of different Overseas Territory policies, or of a best practice for small island disaster preparedness.
Due to the lack of academic institutions in the Territories, academics there usually study only few aspects of local life. So it is no surprise that the most extensive scientific discourse relating to the Overseas Territories concerns flora and fauna, and natural science in general. Besides Puerto Rico, with its seven mainly vocationally orientated academies, there are universities in the French Antilles, Reunion, Tahiti and New Caledonia, and in the American Virgin Islands and Guam; there is one higher education institute in Greenland as well. Some Territories in the South Pacific region have access to the services of the University of the South Pacific, USP, with campuses in Fiji, Vanuatu, and the Solomon Islands. USP is based on an international organization. There seems to be no academic institution in the British Overseas Territories, a fact that must be seen in the context of the United Kingdom's semi-private academic system.
Disaster Preparedness
What happens in Overseas Territories when a disaster occurs? Who is responsible? Is it the populations themselves, the local or regional administrations or the central institutions in Brasilia, Canberra, Copenhagen, London, Paris, Pretoria, Santiago, The Hague or Washington? And, for effective and efficient relief, are there structures of alert and response? If there are structures of emergency management, are these applied to the particularity and remoteness, to the special needs of small non-urbanized populations, like those in many of the Overseas Territories? Do structures of disaster preparedness follow up-to-date managerial methods and do they take into consideration the continuum debate or the Linking Relief, Rehabilitation and Development (LRRD) 
